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niouth of friends and foes, simple disendowment. It
is well that the question should be set in its true
terms, without being confused with vague and less
important issues. It is not very easy to say what dis-
establishment by itself would involve, except the dis-
appearance of Bishops from the Upper House, or the
presence of other religious dignitaries, with equal rank
and rights, alongside of them. Questions of patron-
age and ecclesiastical law might be difficult to settle;
but otherwise a statute of mere disestablishment, not
easy indeed to formulate, would leave the Church in
the eyes of the country very much what it found it.
Perhaps " My lord" might be more widely dropped
in addressing Bishops; but otherwise, the aspect of
the Church, its daily work, its organisations, would
remain the same, and it would depend on the Church
itself whether the consideration paid to it continues
what it has been; whether it shall be diminished or
increased. The privilege of being publicly recognised
with special marks of honour by the State has been
dearly paid for by the claim which the State has
always, and sometimes unscrupulously, insisted on, of
making the true interests of the Church subservient to
its own passing necessities.

But there is no haziness about the meaning of
disendowment Property is a tangible thing, and is
subject to the four rules of arithmetic, and ultimately
to the force of the strong arm. When you talk of dis-
endowment, you talk of taking from the Church, not
honour or privilege or influence, but visible things,